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First Hong Kong Activist Obtained Asylum in the United States
US government acknowledges acts of political persecution on Hong Kong

activists by the Hong Kong and Chinese government

[Washington, D.C.] After nearly two years since she fled Hong Kong, We The Hongkongers’
Director Frances Hui today announced asylum approval by the US government last September,
becoming the first Hong Kong activist to be granted political asylum in the US.

Ms. Hui reported receiving USCIS’ notice of approval in September 2021 after six months of
filing an asylum application, citing past political persecution and fear of future persecution by the
Hong Kong and Chinese government. She added that the news was not brought under public
awareness due to safety concerns at the time of notice.

In her statement posted on social media today, Ms. Hui said she will continue her advocacy for
Hong Kong, including providing support to asylum seekers from Hong Kong. She also sent
words to fellow overseas Hongkongers to overcome differences and focus on the common
objective of the Hong Kong nation.

Ms. Hui said: “Seeking asylum was once an unfamiliar concept for Hongkongers. The
government is propelling its people to find freedom and justice from other states while forcing
political charges like colluding with foreign forces on Hongkongers to impose fear of a
truth-speaking society. The international community has to act––put an end to China’s
expansionism, stop all forms of genocide committed by China, and provide Hongkongers a
lifeboat.”

Pro-democracy activists face risks for their advocacy against CCP’s totalitarianism and their
participation in Hong Kong’s civil society, regardless of where they are. Ms. Hui’s obtainment of
asylum in the US indicates that the US government has acknowledged the Hong Kong
government’s constant practice of persecuting political dissidents, who are prompted to seek
asylum or protection from other states.

We The Hongkongers, as a non-profit organization formed by Hongkongers in the US, continue
to stand by its founder Frances Hui for her courage and dedication in her fight for Hong Kong.
We congratulate her achievements and wish her all the best as she settles in the US.
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